ENG 089 Fall 2020
COMPARE AND CONTRAST ESSAY

Outline Due: November 22nd at 11:59pm (upload to the “Compare and Contrast Outline” assignment folder on the course D2L page by 11:59pm) 

Final Draft Due: November 29th at 11:59pm (upload to the “Compare and Contrast Final Draft” assignment folder on the course D2L page by 11:59pm)

Note: Students must receive a “C” or higher on their outline before their Compare and Contrast Final Draft can be assessed for a grade. Your narrative final draft should reflect the structure of compare and contrast. For more info, review the “Structure of Compare and Contrast” lesson). If a student earns less than a “C” on their initial outline submission, they will be given the opportunity to revise for a higher grade.

Outline Evaluation: 25 points

Final Draft Evaluation: 100 points
Final Draft Length: 800 words

Essay Formatting Checklist:

· Use size 12, Times New Roman Font.
· The body of your essay should be double-spaced throughout.
· In the upper-left corner, in a single-spaced, four-line list, include the name of the class, the name of the assignment, and the date of submission.
· Include a unique title. Your title should be centered, and in size 12 Times New Roman font (neither underlined nor italicized).
· Include page numbers in the upper-right corner.

Brief Overview:

Compose an essay that compares and contrasts the similarities and differences between What the Best College Students Do by Ken Bain and The Narrative of the Life Frederick Douglass, An American Slave.

“Compare and Contrast” is an exceedingly useful and versatile tool for college-level readers and writers. By examining two pieces of writing at the same time, authors can generate new ideas, original insights, and important meaning. Sometimes it can be difficult to “unlock” a piece of writing on its own. Certain types of writing—because of their length, structure, or style—can resist analysis or interpretation. Compare and contrast is a practical, easy-to-use, and effective tool for prying those texts open and discovering their ideas.

What the Best College Students Do and The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass are very different kinds of texts. One is a persuasive book-length work of non-fiction, the other is an autobiography. One was written fairly recently, the other in the distant past. One was written by a Harvard history professor, the other by a former slave, professional orator, activist, and political figure. The books have different audiences and purposes. 

At the same time, there are significant areas where they overlap. And by exploring those areas where they come together—along with where they pull apart—you’ll be able to say something important and new.

Your compare and contrast essay might answer one or more of the following questions:

· Ken Bain and Frederick Douglass both discuss “education” at great length, but in different ways. They talk about how education “happens,” when it is “successful” and “unsuccessful,” and why it matters. How are their ideas about education similar? How are they different?
· Ken Bain and Frederick Douglass both either explicitly explain or imply what it means to be “successful” in life. In what ways are their ideas about success similar? In what ways are they different?
· What the Best College Students Do explores what motivates students (and people in general). It discusses the both the source and causes and the results and effects of motivation. Frederick Douglass also addresses this—showing in his story how he was motivated to resist, educate himself, and escape from slavery, and how others were either motivated to do the same, or how they were motivated to actively and eagerly participate in a brutal and oppressive system in which people were treated as property. In his autobiography, we see the causes and effects of motivation. How do the books treat the way people are motivated similarly? How do they treat them differently?
· In comparing the two texts, you might ask the simple question: how are the authors, audiences, subjects, and purposes of the two books both different and similar?

[bookmark: _GoBack]In preparing your outline, it’s recommended that you review the “Structure of Compare and Contrast” lesson. That lesson walks through the steps of approaching the composition of a compare and contrast essay. Additionally, it provides sample outlines which you should use as a template in preparing your own.
